THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

ship, and in fourteen days reached Ceylon.1 From
thence he sailed in a great ship, which carried
about two hundred men, and which was navigated
by observing the sun, moon, and stars. In this
ship Fah Hian reached Ye-po-ti (probably Java),
in which country heretics and Brahmans
flourished, but the law of Buddha was not much
known.3 Here the pilgrim embarked for China
on board another ship carrying two hundred men,
amongst whom were Brahmans. These proposed
to treat the sramana as Jonah was treated, and
for the same reason, but some of those on board
took his part. At length, when their provisions
were nearly exhausted, they reached China.3
All these ships appear to have been Indian, and
not Chinese.

Fah Hian mentions that pirates were numerous
in those seas,4 which shows that the commerce
must have been considerable.

1 Fo-Kwo-ki, Beal, I. Ixxi,, Ixxii.

3 Ib, L Ixxx.
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